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SilTWACT t Kjasdlitariaatioa and tho bandfiber^ Problem* 



1, Accent conversations between oar staff officers in Comany 
and leading Ooraan figures in the remilitarisation field brought to 
light once more the groat emphasis Geraon officers give to the prob- 
l em of the former general a imprisoned in L and sborg and Perl* There 
is, of course, nothing new about the problem or the position of t\*e 
former Gorman officers* fthat aak.es it a reportable ite:* at this 
ti-ag Is the new u rgoncy attached to it by Chancellor Ade n a u er 1 3 
adlltwy advisors, who are not easily agitated and who are in jrood 
position to evaluate tho importance and tho effect of Lands berg and 
Werl on Oeroon military opinion* 

2* According to Goners! Housinger, there are really three 
problems in this field* (a) Landsbcr&, (l>) fterl, and (c) the fate 
of some UjJO Gernsui soldiers being 'aold in Franco* iiany of the lat- 
ter group have not boon triad and sentoncod; cony, in fact, luive 
not yet boon charged* liousi ngcr, who is keenly aware of tuc politi- 
cal problems which make action ao difficult on this subject, particu- 
larly for iir* /JcCloy, has strongly opposed tho trend aaong the 
former Goman Officers Corps t'*at sooo gesture of clcnency toward 
their colleagues in Landsberg, Tforl, and Franco should be prerequi- 
site for Ooraan solitary collaboration*. Kor this, Heuslncor, along 
with tltoee fomer generals w!to :uive t Aoown their wight solidly 
behind the fisstorn defease effort, already has liau to accept a good 
deal of criticism fmi their former colleagues. 

3* tilth V;& redlitarisat ton negotiations now approaching the 
decisive stage, and with the many votorona organisations :nov'-u^ 
closer to a united front, the problem is uow, in Housln^er's opinion, 
critically acute* Ireuslnger believes t v vat even a goal! gesture froai 
the Allies would yield a lar^o dividend in e*u5iu£ tho pleasure of 
veterans f impatience and snoythl!^ tho vaay for Goman-Allied military 
collaboration* 

h* Taking Pall 'account of tho hazards of public opinion both 
in Gemany and abroad, and attar.ptin^ to achieve a realistic ostliwitc 
of n\ia t desirable and possible for tnc Gorans and the Allies, 



the most influential among the conservative forcer senior officers— 
Heuainger, Friessner, Speidel, ttatsky, Schwerin, etc.— hare con- 
sistently argued thati 

(a) There should be no attempt to reopen the cases with a 
view toward setting aside the convictions j 

(b) There should be no general pardon or mass release } 

(c) Whatever is dono should be done gradually, quietly, 
inconspicuously, and without public statements. 

5. As examples of what they consider possible and dssimble, 
these of fleers suggest i 

(a) Paroles for the very aged, i.e. for those over 70. 

(b) Medical paroles or transfer to civilian hospitals for 
the ailing. 

(c) Segregation frbra conmon criainals. 

(d) Exemption from such Indignities as the periodic body 
search. 

6. Our purpose in bringing the above to your attention is 
merely to report the attitude of influential Go man military circles. 
It should not be interpreted as an attempt on our part to influence 
policy on this sensitive and controversial subject. 

7. The above information has boon disseminated to the Directors 
of the Office of Intelligence, HICCG end Intelligence Division, EUCOM. 
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